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Taylor’s Role

Outwardly at least, appointment of Gen Max-'
well Taylor as & sort of liaison man between the °
President and the Pentagon-— -Aﬁ Cﬁmplex hag been
well received. But as initial praise £ the appoint»
ment pasges and more attention I& directed to the
duties he. is supp ,séq% 10 perform, more .and more
petsbnﬁ dre puﬁ gy, %f&mg, what is hig job? '

Lialson duties between the White. House and the-
military-ntelligence wings of governmeht are hard-
ly appropriate for the man wha is now one of the
Pregident’s top advisers. General Taylor is & four-
gtar “officer’ with.an excellent military career and a
reputation for strgng personal direction. He is not
ond 'to reject respggsibxlity nor assume the comfort-
_able role of confident, ,

dutles has fed %Qge ;ghan one Pentagon' off1c1al and
member of Ocmgress to.the concluslon that the ap-
pointment of General Taylor is the begmmng, not

lack of conflden,ce j%both the Pentagon and the
CIA sincd the Cuban,i ipvasion disaster. This shaken
confidence. could resul “in a strong military mem-
ber . in ‘the P,resiﬂen ““kitchen cabinet” upon
whom he would depend heavily for off-the-record
advice.

~ Or, a8 has been, suggested General Taylor’s po-
sition. may be no niore thah a training period lead-
ing eventually to the CIA post now held by Allen .
Dulles. A third @ossibllity is what most troubles
observers waltihg to see what happens next.

It is that the presidential adviser appolntment .
is the first step to a major overhaul of the Defense
Department, which could lead to a request to Con-
gress to abolish the Joint Chiéfs of Staff in favor of
a single military head..

% . General Taylor has advocated such sweeping re-
rganization in the past. But whichever of these

avenues the President has in mind, he is opening a

door to maleontent and disunity In the military high

" command at a time when greater coordination and

cooperation are reguired. 1
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